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Revi sion of Certification Requirenents: Mechanics
and Repai rnen

AGENCY: Federal Aviation Adm nistration (FAA), DOT.

ACTI ON:  Notice of proposed rul emaking (NPRM; w thdrawal .
SUVMARY: The FAA is withdrawi ng a previously published
NPRM (63 FR 37172) that proposed to anend the certification
and training requirenments for nechanics and repairnmen. The
NPRM was the result of the conpletion of the review of the
certification requirenents for nmechanics and repairnmen by

t he Avi ation Rul emaki ng Advisory Commttee (ARAQC

Proposal s made in the NPRM were based on the ARAC
recomrendation forwarded to the FAA in the formof a draft
NPRM  During the coment period for the NPRM nore than
1,500 nenbers of the aviation industry submtted comments.
The majority of the comments received, including those
subm tted by ARAC, indicated opposition to the proposal.

In light of this opposition, the FAA has decided to

wi thdraw the NPRMin its entirety for further interna

st udy.



FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Leslie K. Vipond,
Manager, Airworthiness System and Air Agenci es Branch,
(AFS-350), Federal Aviation Adm nistration,

800 | ndependence Avenue SW, Washi ngton, DC 20591;

t el ephone (202) 267-3269; facsimle (202) 267-5115.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON:

Backgr ound

In 1991, the FAA chartered the ARAC. At its first
meeting on Air Carrier Ceneral Aviation Mintenance |ssues
ARAC established the Part 65 Wrking G oup (working group)
(56 FR 20492, May 3, 1991). The working group was conposed
of representatives fromseveral aviation associations,
i ncl udi ng the European Associ ati on of Aerospace
Manuf acturers, the Aeronautical Repair Station Association
(ARSA), the Aerospace Industries Association, the Ar
Frei ght Association, the Air Line Pilots Association
(ALPA), the Air Transport Association (ATA), the Aircraft
El ectroni cs Association, the Aircraft Owmers and Pilots
Associ ation (AOPA), the Airline D spatchers Federation, the
Allied Pilots Association, the American Helicopter Society,
t he Avi ati on Consunmer Action Project, the Aviation
| nsurance Associ ation, the Aviation Technician Education
Counci | (ATEC), the Equi pnent Leasi ng Associ ation of

America, the Experinmental Aircraft Association, Flight



Di spatchers, the General Aviation Manufacturers
Associ ation, the Helicopter Association |International
(HAI'), the Independent Pilots Association, the
I nt ernational Association of Machinists and Aerospace
Wrkers (IAM, the Joint Aviation Authorities (JAA),
the Light Aircraft Manufacturers Association, the National
Air Carrier Association, the National Air Transportation
Associ ation (NATA), the National Business Aircraft
Associ ation (NBAA), the Parachute |Industry Associ ation,
t he Professional Aviation Mintenance Associ ation (PAMA),
the Regional Airline Association (RAA), the Small Aircraft
Manuf acturers Associ ation, the Teansters Airline Division,
Transport Canada, the University Aviation Association,
and the Used Aircraft Certification Conformty Conmttee.
The worki ng group was chaired by NATA

The ARAC tasked this working group to conduct a review
of the certification requirenents for nechanics, nechanics
hol di ng i nspection authorizations, and repairnmen. At that
tinme, these requirenents were in part 65, subparts D and E
After the ARAC anal ysis of the working group's extensive
efforts, the ARAC submtted to the FAAits recommendati on
in the formof a draft NPRM which would establish part 66.
Based on this draft NPRM the FAA i ssued an NPRM

(Notice No. 98-5) proposing to revise the certification



requi renents for mechanics and repairnmen (63 FR 37172, July

9, 1998).

Reason for Wt hdrawal

As previously noted, the proposals in Notice No. 98-5
were based on the work performed by the working group
and the recommendati on of ARAC. Because the ARAC forwarded
t he docunent to the FAA, the FAA assuned, for the nost
part, the ARAC and the aviation comunity generally woul d
support Notice No. 98-5. However, of the nore than
1,500 commenters who submtted comments on Notice No. 98-5,
nost opposed the NPRM either in part or in full
Comrent ers especially opposed the creation of the Aviation
Mai nt enance Techni ci an and Avi ati on Mai nt enance Techni ci an
(Transport) certificates. Several working group nenber
associ ations, including AOPA, ARSA, NATA, PAMA, and RAA
opposed the NPRM and sone asked the FAA to withdraw Notice
No. 98-5.
Deci si on

Because of the overwhel m ng opposition to Notice
No. 98-5, the FAA has decided to withdraw Notice No. 98-5.
The FAA will study the issue internally, and, if the FAA
deci des to nmake any changes to the regul ati ons concerning

the certification and training requirements for nechanics



and repairnmen, the FAA may |ater issue an NPRM for public
comment .
Accordingly, Notice No. 98-5, published on

July 9, 1998 (63 FR 37172), is hereby w t hdrawn.

| ssued in Washington, DC, on July 28, 1999

/'Sl L. Nicholas Lacey
Director, Flight Standards Service



